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Holy One, and be contented, if it be his will, to 
be considered a fool. This life is, and must be, 
a state of probation ; trials must be encountered, 
the cross must be borne, or we shall never be 
permitted to participate in those eternal glories 
with which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
crown those who have passed through many 
tribulations and have washed their garments in 
the blood of the Lamb? 

18th. The day before yesterday I was again 
guilty of neglecting to obey a gentle intimation, 
which has introduced my ‘mind into a state of 
darkness: so that, though the morning meeting, 
yesterday, was eminently favored with the de- 
scendings of heavenly dew?I was poor and dry. 
The rebellious dwell in a dry land! “Oh that my 
heart might be aroused to greater watchfulness ; 
that | might gird up the loins of my mind, 
watch and be sober, that I may be favored with 
the gift of deep repentance for all my rebellions 
and backs slidings, and that I may indeed be 
made clean! And oh, that in deep humility 
and prostration of soul, I may at all times as- 
cribe the praise of his own works to the Al- 
mighty Helper of his people, nor presume to 
attribute any excellence to myself, who am, in- 
deed, unworthy of all the mercy and all the 
truth which He hasshown to my soul. Forsake 
me not, thou gracious One! Follow me, O Lord, 
with the visitations of thy love! And though I 
let go my hold on thee, yet be pleased to pity 
me, a poor worm of the dust, and exercise thy 
righteous power for my deliverance from the 
thraldom of sin. Oh preserve me, and if con- 
sistent with thy blessed will, create me anew in 
thy Son Jesus Christ, that my heart may be 
made pure ; a habitation for thy eternal Spirit 
to dwell in! 

19th. At a favored meeting at the North 
House. Dear Géorge Dillwyn appeared in a 
short, encouraging testimony addressed to those 
who wished to be classed on _ Lord’s side. 
May those who have enlisted under the banners 
of the Great King, and received his bounty- 
money, never desert the cause, nor presume to 
advance to battle, without first receiving the 
word of command. 

At dinner at my father’s, had the acceptable 
company of three dear female laborers in the 
gospel vineyard. Their conversation, and the 
love I was favored to feel, afforded satisfaction 
to my mind. May I be preserved in humility, 
and become increasingly united to the members, 
and the Holy Head, of the church, by the ce- 
menting influence of that love which is stronger 
than death. 

21st. At our week-day meeting George Dill- 
wyn appeared instructively in testimony: the 
difference between an assenter to the doctrines 
of Christianity, and a believer in Christ being 
set forth, together with the difference between 
the false rest and that rest which is prepared 
for the children of God. 

(To be continued.) 
oitsniaidi aaatads 

FIVING is essential to getting. There is no 
such thing as making a profit without venturing 
an investment. A man who would have a crop 
in the autumn must risk his seed corn in the 
spring. Even to write and ask a favor of a man, 
involves the preliminary outlay of paper and 
postage-stamp. A man who has a good thing to 
dispose of must be at the expense of advertising 
it; and it may be that he will find it wise to 
give away free samples, within bounds. And 


this principle applies in every department of 


life. Yet there are those who expect to win 
friends without being friends; or to get a good 
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reputation without paying its cost; or to gain 
remuneration for literary work before they have 
shown their ability regardless of return; or to 
secure in some way a harvest without sowing 
for it freely. He who would get must first give. 
He who hesitates to give, need not hope to get. 
“There is that scattereth and increaseth yet 
more; and there is that withholdeth more than 
is meet, but it tendeth only to want.”—S. S. 
Times. 


Incidents and Reflections—No. 300. 


FAITHF U LNESS. 


The following interesting illustration of a 
faithful support of a testimony to the peaceable 
spirit of the Christian religion, was related by 
the late Christopher Healy concerning his father : 


Fifth Month 30th, 1848.—Christopher told 
us that his grandfather died quite young, and 
that his father was placed with a worthy F riend 
to learn the trade of a shoemaker. “I have, 
said he, “no doubt it was from some of the seed 
of life which was there sown in his heart, that 
he was led in mature age to join in membership 
with the Society of Friends. He was a sedate 
and quiet man, and I think I may say of a truly 
peaceable spirit; and perhaps his worst failing 
asa parent was that he let his children do pretty 
much as they pleased, and let them go to meet- 
ings where they pleased. It is true there was 
no great choice of meetings to which we could 
go, in my young years, as there were few except 
Baptists and Presbyterians in our neighborhood. 

“ During the war of the Revolution ‘he suffered 
much on account of his refusal to bear arms, 
and it is a little remarkable that he was strength. 
ened to bear a consistent and faithful testimony 
against war, though too weak to live up to the 
doctrines of the people in other respects. The 
colonel of the militia and all his subordinates 
were very much prejudiced and exasperated 
against him, and it seemed to the pretty unani- 
mous judgment of the neighborhood that he 
ought to be hanged if he would not fight. To 
such an extent was this prejudice carried that 
they would not employ him, so that it was like 
to go hard with his family. On a particular oc- 
casion, there came an order from the Governor 
and council to organize a party to guard the 
neighboring coast against the incursions of the 
English. The colonel called upon my father 
and told him ‘that heshould go with this party 
dead or alive.’ My father knew very well from 
this officer’s determination of character, that it 
would go hard.with him if he could not obtain 
protection from some higher power. Upon sol- 
idly weighing the subject, he felt most easy to 
seek that relief from the Governor of Connecticut, 
which he had in vain sought from the lower 
officers. As soon as night set in he started for 
Lebanon, where the Governor, Jonathan Trum- 
bull, lived. He arrived pretty early in the 
morning, and found the council assembled, but 
the Governor was not there with them. My 
father was a poor man, and dressed as became 
one; and his clothes were not in their best order, 
for both he and his garments were travel-worn 
and travel-soiled by his long walk of thirty 
miles on a dark night. W hen he entered the 
council chamber, and saw so many men in big 
wigs covered with powder, he felt considerably 
tried, but thinking of the distress of his wife and 
family, he concluded it would never do to give 
out there, so he told them that he wished to 
speak with theGovernor. The counsellors looked 
at the poor rustic before them with considerable 
haughtiness for some time. At last one of them 


asked what the nature of his business with the 
Governor was. My father said, ‘I have applied 
to all the subordinate officers of government in 
my neighborhood for protection, and been re 
fused, and I have now come to see if the Lord 
will not dispose the heart of the Governor to give 
me succor in my extremity, for unless I receive 
it I am like to lose my life and leave my family 
without any protection or means of support. 
The counsellor requested him to explain him- 
self more fully, saying that whatever the nature 
of his distress might be, the consideration of it 
would necessarily claim their attention, and it 
might expedite the business if he would give 
them a history of his case while they were wait- 
ing for the Governor, assuring him that he 
would lose nothing by letting them have it at 
once. Being thus invited aud encouraged, he 
proceeded to tell them, that although not a 
member of the Society of Friends, he had long 
been convinced that war was inconsistent with 
the religion of Christ, and that in consequence 
of this belief he had found himself restrained 
from bearing arms, and that he had been sub- 
jected to much persecution and cruelty on ac- 
count of his conscientious scruples in relation to 
it. He told them that his sufferings had been 
much increased since the order came down to 
guard the coast; mentioning that the colonel 
had threatened him the day before that he 
should go with them dead or alive, and added 
that he knew the man well enough to be assured 
that he would fulfil his threat, if the Governor 
did not give him protection. He finished his 
little narrative by detailing the sad condition 
to which his wife and children were already re- 
duced by the prejudices of his warlike neigh- 
bors, and depicted the still more deplorable cir- 
cumstances under which they would be placed, 
if he were taken from them, withal assuring 
the council, that whether life or death was to be 
his portion, he could not consent to wrong his 
conscience by taking up arms. 

“ The simple earnestness of his appeal had a 
very reaching effect on my father’s hearers, and 
when the Governor came in he who had before 
spoken, introduced my father to him, giving 
him also a short account of the nature of his 
business, leaving it for my father to give it more 
in detail. The Governor listened very attentively 
to his narrative, and asked him many questions 
regarding his religious principles, views of gov- 
ernment, his family, &c., and then requested 
him to go to a tavern that stood on the opposite 
side of the street and get refreshment, and wait 
until they had finished some important business, 
which must first be attended to. Father declined 
going to the tavern, but said he would wait out- 
side until they were ready for him. The Governor 
asked if he had any scruple about going toa 
tavern, and when told that he had not, further 
queried why he declined going, so my father 
plainly told him that it was because he had no 
money to pay for entertainment, upon which 
the Governor nodded to one of the council, who 
went over with him and directed him to be far- 
nished with whatever he stood in need of. In 
about two hours my father was sent for, and 
the Governor handed him a letter, saying, ‘Get 
this to the Colonel before he goes to bed to 
night, as it is very important for him to get it 
early. Father said, ‘I cannot go 30 miles before 
bed-time; but I will engage, if my health per- 
mits, to get it to him before he ‘is up in the 
morning.” He then thanked them for their kind- 
ness, and.bade them farewell. They all shook 
hands with him at parting, wishing him a safe 
journey and joyful return to his family. 
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“ At sunrise next morning my father had the 
Colonel called from his bed to receive the letter, 
though at first he seemed displeased, and asked 
how he had dared to go to Lebanon without 
his permission ; yet when he had read the letter 
his countenance relaxed, and he said, pleasantly, 
‘The Governor shall be ‘obey ed, and I will take 
care that you shall be molested no more on ac- 
count of your conscientious scruples, and laugh- 
ingly added, ‘I hope, Mr. Healy, you do not 
object tor making shoes for your fighting neigh- 
bors’ To which father replied, ‘Tam ’ willing 
to work for any one and every one, according 
to my ability.” ‘ Well, then, said he, ‘Come to 
my house and make my family some shoes, and 
I will see that no one molests either you or your 
family.’ ” 

Christopher added, “ He was as good as his 
word, and we can plainly see the Lord’s hand 
in it, who made a way for him to escape, because 
he was faithful in that which was required of 
him there, as he was faithful afterwards to other 
manifestations of duty. He subsequently re- 
moved to Hopkinton, Rhode Island, and was 
admitted into the Society before I applied.” 

J. W. 


than for his eternal happiness and glory, and 
to enjoy his Maker forever. He placed him in a 
state of probation, that he might prove himself 
worthy of this design, just as man does with the 
ship he launches on the deep; but should a 
traitor pilot get aboard, and run the vessel on a 
rock, on her first trial trip, who would blame 
the builder and designer, whose purpose was 
that his work should be perfect? And God 
seeing how sin had polluted and marred his 
work—sin which never can abide the presence 
of the Holy One, when “God saw that there was 
no man, and wondered that there was no in- 
tercessor, therefore his own arm brought salva- 
tion unto him, and his righteousness it sustained 
him.” (Isaiah lix: 16). 

A new creation did God bring forth in Christ 
Jesus, the heavenly man, who coming in Adam’s 
probationary state, tempted in all points as man 
had ever been, and yet who never did nor ever 
could fall, being inwardly fortified by an Al- 
mighty power, He foiled the tempter, spoiled 
his dominion, broke his prison walls of des ith, 
and loosed his prisoners. And to overcomé 
death, he must need enter his domains, which 
he did, and rose triumphant, ascending into 
heaven from whence he came. 

This same Jesus, in whom dwelt this life of 
God in all fulness, forever liveth, and now by 
his grace or spirit ‘calls to all to come out from 
the service of sin, whose “ wages is death,” and 
graciously invites all, extending power at the 
same time with the call, to “Come, follow me, 
and ye shall find rest into your souls;” and He, 
who is true, the Prince of life and glory, promises 
to lead his people by a sure and safe way to 
eternal glory. And this “old path, the good 
way,’ is none other than the way of the cross, 
the way of holiness, wisdom’s pleasant path, the 
gate to which is the fear of the Lord. He him- 
self in the days of his flesh, walked therein, in 
all things obedient to the will of his Father, 
even unto death, and now He walketh in spirit 
with his children, who follow Him, going before 
them, leading them in the way, teaching them 
what is sin, ‘and how to avoid it, and whut is 
good and how to do it, which doing they walk 
in white with Him, and please Him, and are 
accepted in Christ by the Father. This appear- 
ance of Christ by his spirit in the heart of man, is 
none other than the grace of God that bringeth 
2 ation, and hath appeared to all men. ’ (Titus 

: 11). Itis the glorious appearing of our great 
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who once ap- 
peared in humility in the flesh, and suffered for 
our sins, “that He might redeem us from ail 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” In obedience 
to Him, is God’s new covenant of mercy and 
grace, as he said by the prophet, “This is my 
covenant with them, saith the Lord; my spirit 
that is upon thee (the Redeemer), and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, 
saith the Lord from henceforth and forever.’ 
(Isaiah lix: 21). In unison wherewith the Apostle 
Paul declares, “ If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his.” (Rom. viii: 9.) “ For 
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.” (Ibid. v: 14.) 

O man! give then I pray thee, diligent heed 
to this Angel of the Covenant, which if sought 
for, hearkened to and obeyed, suffers no evil to 
pass unreproved, nor leaves thee unwarned of 
the tempter’s approach ; He will whet thy sword 
and nerve thy arm to conquer every sin that 
besets thee round about. He will make known 















































Foreordination—Predestination—Election. 
(Concluded from page 124.) 

But the enemy of souls suggests to the seeker 
after Truth, “Yes, but did not God foreknow 
all things, and predetermine that there should 
be sin, and that even his Son should die, and 
that there should be wars and rumors of wars?” 
To this I would reply, It is one thing to foreknow 
what an enemy’s design is, and another to pre- 
determine in one’s own mind the fulfilment of 
the intent and purpose of that enemy’s design, 
then would it become not alone the enemy’s 
will, but mine also, and the doing of it being 
my own will, would cease to be an offence against 
me or my will. 

Man, the poor, finite creature of an hour, 
should remain satisfied with that which it hath 
seemed good to God to reveal to his creature for 
his good, and for his salvation. For, as has been 
said, when Satan found admittance into the 
heart of man, another will was found on earth, 
and that of an enemy of God, and though God’s 
power is over all, and suffers him only so far; 
yet doth he give rise to thoughts and acts on 
the part of man, with his free will, which it would 
be impossible to ascribe to Him who is holy, |} 
just and good, who abhors evil and untruth, 
without at the same time accounting God as the 
Author of man’s sin, and the mover in the eru- 
cifixion of Christ—an assumption, which to en- 
tertain would evidently be blasphemy—a thought 
which to those who have the least glimmer of 
light, and do not wilfully close their eyes, is 
seen to emanate from the father of lies. Neither 
is Holy Writ silent on these matters. It declares 
of the wicked, “ God is not in all his thoughts.” 
(Psalms x : 4), and the prophet Jeremiah, speak- 
ing by inspiration of the evil doings of “God's 
people, their kings, their priests and their proph- 
ets * * they have turned unto me their 
back and not the face, * * they set 
their abominations in my house, * * ‘they 
built the high places of Baal, which are in the 

valley of the Son of Hinnom, to cause their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the 
fire unto Moloch; which I commanded them 
not, neither came it into my mind, that they 
should do this abomination, to cause Judah to 
sin.” Read Jer. xxxii: 26-35. 

God’s design and purpose in creating man 
Was nothing more, and could be nothing more, 







and declare unto thee the counsel of God’s will, 
as to what He would have thee do. 
thou to Him, and obey his voice, which is none 
other than 
promise sent into the world to gather the na- 
tions, 
sent of the Father 
Christ, and becomes heir to all the promises of 
God to man, through Him, and thine inherit- 
ance issealed and made sure to thee in his name. 




















only hear but obey the call, and are 
be 
loved by God, and as such chosen of God in 
Christ before the world was, according to his 
predeterminate purpose, and the counsel of his 
will, that He might gather 
heaven and earth to himself in Christ 
our Lord. 
deavor to obey Christ’s command by his Apostle 
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Oh turn 
God’s Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 


into the faith of Jesus. Receiving the 


and the Son, thou receivest 


Thus O sinner! through true repentance 


toward God, and living faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only Redeemer and Saviour, 
mayst, through submitting thyself to the opera- 
tions of God’s grace, be washed, sanctified and 
justified in the 
the Spirit of our Lord. 


thou 


name of the Lord Jesus, and by 


Thus wilt thou become one of those who not 
-alled to 
saints -- a member of Christ’s church, be- 


all things, both in 
Jesus 
Oh brethren, let us all humbly en- 


Peter: “Give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure; for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall.” (2 Peter i: 10). These, 


Christ’s commands, which if any man do, Jesus 
said, “My Father will love Him, and we will 

: : lage 
come unto Him, and make our abode with Him. 
(John xiv: 23.) 


W. W. B. 


SELECTED. 
are contented with 


camera pees 


One class of Christians 


religion enough to keep their conscience from 
unrest, with not enough to make them very de- 
voted or wholehearted in it. 
a hope of heaven with as much and as many of 
this world’s pleasures as they dare to indulge 
in. Their religion seems to be an appendage 
rather than the business of their lives. 
are not very fond of prayer, not very fond of 
the society of Christian people, not much given 
to self-denial. 
long time, and not discover that they profess to 
be Christians. 
such, but men of the world do not see that there 
is much difference between such Christians and 
themselves. 
such Christians are as fond of this world’s 
ures as other men. 
eager for wealth, for honor, for fame, for good 
comfortable living, as men of the world are; 
and what they gain by their religion, it is hard 
for the world to see. 
great deal of unkind criticism against all reli- 
gion and religious people. 
useful, and cannot be. 
do is balanced by the evil of their own example. 
The world feels—and it is right—that that is 


They try to unite 


They 


You might be in their society a 
We hope many of them are 
does not see but that 


pleas- 
y seem to be just as 


The world 


They 


Such Christians excite a 


They are not very 
The good they try to 


not Christ’s way. Christ did not live so, and 
He would not if He were to come to this world 
now. 

“ The other class of Christians consist of those 
who make a business of pleasing God in every 
thing. Religion is no appendage to their life ; 
it is their life. They are whole-souled in it. 
All that they do, they try to do religiously. Be 
they merchants, lawyers, doctors, they try to 
make their business serve God as much as if 
they were ministers. They love prayer and 
Christian people. The more religious people 
are, the better such Christians like them. They 
are not afraid of self-denial, nor do they care 
much for the pleasures of the world in compari- 
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son with their enjoymeut of God's service. If 
they are rich, they use their property for God, 
not mainly for their own pleasure. If they are 
poor, they are contented and happy, and in their 
poverty often shame their superiors by self-de- 
nial. There is a difference between such Chris- 
tians and the world; and the world feels it. 
They live in good measure like Christ, and the 
world sees that they do. Say what they may, 
worldly men know that such Christians have 
something that they have not.” 
AusTIN PHELPs. 










































































Conversation with a Brahmin. 


[We have received from a friend the follow- 
ing relation of a conference held with a Brah- 
min. The writer says: “It was a remarkable 
occasion. The intelligence and earnestness, and 
his seeming quick perception of the nature of 
spiritual experiences was truly surprising. No 
one could hear from him such details of the 
work and influence of the Divine Spirit, as we 
heard, and doubt the truth of our doctrine of 
universal grace.” ‘There is much instruction in 
the remark “If all your people were living up 
to these noble principles, we would all want to 
be Christians.” — Ep. ] 


An interview occurred October 24th, at the 
office of the Forest Oil Company, between Pur- 
ushotam Rao Telang and a Christian minister. 

Some parts of the interview were of such a 
character as to be of peculiar interest to all stu- 
dents of ethics or religion. The interview was 
opened by the minister asking Telang if there 
was any word for conscience in Sanscrit. 

Telaung—Yes (quoting the word) ; conscience 
is that power or faculty that discriminates be- 
tween evil and good in our actions and motives. 
It pricks when we do evil—like your word com- 
punction. In a condition of well doing con- 
science is keen like the edge of a razor in sepa- 

rating the good and evil, but when it is not 
obey ed it becomes blunted, and if an evil course 
is continued in, it loses its power; on the other 
hand if obeyed, it becomes more and more clear 
in its decisions. 

Minister—Do you teach that conscience is a 
natural faculty or a human power? 

Telang—Oh, no! We teach that the Divine 
Spirit is in every human heart, and that it is 
the power that acts in the conscience; it is the 
presence of God, the power of his spirit that 
makes the sense of guilt which is felt in con- 
science. 

M.—In the ethical teaching of Brahminism 
what use, if any, is made of the conscience ? 

T.—AIl the millions of our people are taught 
that in their dealings with each other they must 
so act that they would have a good conscience. 
Our sacred books so teach, as in the laws of 
Manu, and all our people are taught that when 
they have guilt in their conscience, in order to be 
rid of it they must cease to sin, he sorry for it, 
resolve to do so no more and then continue to 
do good, and they will get forgiveness. 

M.—This teaching of conscience seems much 
like the place given it in the teaching of our 
Gospel. Paul, one of our best writers, says of 
the law of God that it is written in the heart, 
that it operates in conscience, so that people 
who have this law become a law unto them- 
selves. He describes an evil man as a man 
with an evil conscience or a conscience defiled 
or seared. 

T.—That is the same as we teach, only I said 
blunted. 

M.—What are the chief principles of moral 












































































requirement which you teach in your social re- 
lation ? 


Not to steal or lie. 
our greatest principle. 


it was the teaching of our Christ that we should 
not kill. 
resist evil, and He enforced this by the precept, 
“Tf one strike thee on the one cheek, turn the 
other.” 
“Love worketh no ill,” and charged the Chris- 
tians not to avenge themselves, but to give place 
to wrath, to overcome evil with good. 


THE FRIEND. 


Not to kill. 
Not to be selfish, which is 
And to live pure lives. 
M.—In relation to the doctrine not to kill. 


T.—Not to drink intoxicants. 


We were not to be angry. Not to 


And Paul, his greatest apostle, said 


T.—Turning to his friend, said with much 
-arnestness : _—« Oh, that isa grand and wonder- 
ful doctrine, it is the doctrine that would take 


all the selfishness out of man.” 


M.—Do you have worship, and if so, what is 


the nature of it? 


T.—We have three modes of worship. First. 
That which is purely mental (pointing to his 
head and his heart), what you mean by spiritual. 
Second. With the lips speaking prayer (point- 
ing to his mouth). Third. Bowing the body, 
or physical. 

M.—In the mental worship what do you do 
and how do you do it? 

T.—Taking his seat on the carpet in eastern 
fashion he put his hands to his face, closed his 
eyes, sat in reverential silence for some minutes, 
then said we so sit in silence in prayer in our 
mental worship. In our country many of the 
most pious people so sit at from half an hour to 
two hours daily in the morning, and many 
times much longer. 

M.—lIn this devotion what are you doing? 

T.—Repeating prayers to God for his bless- 
ing and help. 

M.—Do you expect any evidence that He 
helps you? 

T.—Yes. When He answers our prayers we 
feel it in our hearts and know it. 

M.—Our Christ taught concerning worship 
that the time had come when the true wor- 
shipper should not worship at Jerusalem or any 
sacred place, but that the true worshipper should 
worship him in spirit and in truth, because God 
seeketh such to worship Him. 

T.—That is a beautiful doctrine, we can un- 
derstand it, for that is our engagement in our 
mental worship. 

M.—It is the teaching of our Gospel that 
God is a spirit, and that “before our Christ was 
born on ‘earth He was with God as the Word 
or logos, and that in Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men, and that this Divine 
Light lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world; and Paul affirmed in a sermon to Greek 
philosophers that we are all God’s offspring, 
that on all the face of the earth God was not 
far from any one of them, and He also taught 
that the manifestation of his Spirit was given 
to all men, and that his Grace teaches all men 
that they ‘should live soberly, righteously and 
godly. 

Telang with much earnestness said: “ This is 
a wonderful doctrine of brotherhood and toler- 
ation for the race of man.” 

M.—If all Christians recognized and lived up 
to all these exalted views of our Gospel, would 
not your people be much more inclined to be 
Christians ? 

Telang, quickly rising from his seat, came 
and grasped the hand of the minister, and with 
much earnestness of manner said: “If all your 
people were that sort of Christians, living up to 
these noble principles, we would all want to be 




































Christians, but they are uvv so. When at 
Chicago I was accosted on the grounds of the 
fair by some Christians, who when they learned 
that Iwasa Brahmin, said that it was all idolatry, 
and that if I did not give it all up and accept 
their faith in Christ, in the day of judgment 
God would laugh at all my piety. It is the 
practice of your people and this intolerant de- 
nunciation of our religion that set our people 
against Christianity. 

M.—You worship the God that you regard 
as the great all-wise and absolute Being. If we 
could believe that this absolute God had been 
so profoundly manifested in an earthly life as 
to be brought into real feeling and sympathy 
with our weakness and trials in this life, would 
it not be more in harmony with our nature to 
love and worship such a personage than to love 
and worship an abstract or absolute Being? 

T.—Most assuredly it would be in harmony 
with our nature. 

M.—Such is what our Scriptures teach about 
our Christ; that He took our nature, flesh and 
blood like us, and while the personal manifesta- 
tion of the absolute Godhead, the great Eternal 
Spirit, He was tempted in all points as we are, 
that He might have compassion and sympathy 
with us. 

T.—I am much impressed with this presenta- 
tion of Christianity, and I want a copy of your 
Holy Scriptures. I want to examine these 
things more fully for myself. 

Being assured that it would be a pleasure to 
send him a copy of the Holy Scriptures the in- 
terview closed, but it left such a conception of 
the dealings of God with the whole race of men 
in what are known as ethnic religions as is 

rarely obtained in a Christian land. i iltsburgh 
Commercial Gazette. 


—__- > _ ——___-- -— 


For “THE FRIEND.’ 

‘To this man will I look even to him that is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
my word.” 

“Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble 
at his word ; your brethren that hated you, that 
cast you oul for my name’s sake said, ‘let the 
Lord be glorified,’ but He shall appear to your 
joy, and they shall be ashamed.” 


It is very evident that the called of the Lord 

being faithful, are compelled to leave all in 
order to follow the Lord. This is so in as broad 
and true a sense now as it was formerly, and is 
as real, in the experience of the disciple of 
Christ. “Marvel not if the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you,” 
said the Saviour of men, when personally on 
this earth. 

There is some encouragement then to such to 
whom these signs of the times happen and are 
happening, that they are in the footsteps of the 
flock of Christ’s companions, and they can take 
also the words of cheer He gave to them. “In 
the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.” And 
as He overcame, so also He does and will give 
power in all his fo overcome. Though many have 
and do still turn back at the sight of what they 
see inevitable, if they are faithful (as formerly 
some walked no more with Him because they 
were offended at his hard sayings), yet these 
not being found worthy shall not receive the 
new name, or walk with Him in white. 

For it is only those, who are willing to undergo 
the regenerating process that will ever come out 
refined as gold, and be fit to be clothed in the 
white linen of the saints; for still retaining the 
filthy rags of their own righteousness, the lan- 
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THE FRIEND. 






guage goes forth of them, “Let him that is|agine that He saves people in their sin, or that 
his merits are imputed to such as are daily 
How solemn! but what an incentive to those | crucifying Him in the spirit, so as to justify 


who listening to his voice, and receiving strength | them in the sight of God.” 


of Him, are prepared to leave all to go on to per- 
fection, and are willing to endure still more hard- 
ness, a8 becomes good soldiers of the cross of 
Christ ; that the end may be achieved for which 
the means are—and that to crown all at the 
end of the race, the well-done will be theirs, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

Therefore to your tents O Jacob! and to 
your tabernacles O Israel! No enchantment 
or divination shall be found to prevail against 
you, as you abide secure in your tents, and wait 
the appointed time to arise and go forth—not by 
might, nor by power—but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord. Amen. J. A. 


5 Stoke Newington Road, London. 
Tenth Month 23rd, 1893. 


Selected from the Writings of Job Scott. 


Near the end of a treatise on the knowledge 
of the Lord, he remarks: 

“There is a great ado about imputation of 
Christ’s righteousness to souls defiled with, and 
living in sin, but the life in sin, yea the very 
life of sin must be lost, or else eternal life will 
be lost. It is the very doctrine of Him whom 
many are striving to make to ‘serve with their 
sins, and as a ‘cloak for their sins,’ by imputa- 
tion ; though himself has declared that now He 
has come and done what He has, ‘they have 
no cloak for their sins.’ The doctrine of impu- 
tation, rightly understood, is very precious to 
the true believer in Christ; though He knows 
it belongs not to a state of present sinfulness, but 
to those who are washed and made clean, and to 
no soul any whit further than he is so, really 
so. This soul feels the blessed benefit of impu- 
tation and of non-imputation also. This is that 
blessed man to whom the Lord will not impute 
sin, no He forgives his sins. Here is the remis- 
sion of sins that are past, through the forbear- 
ance and mercy of God in Christ ; here his for- 
mer sins are covered, as it were, or blotted out, 
or passed by; here he is reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son ; the mighty immense score 
of his old sins, however formidable, is not equal 
to the love of God in Christ, and so is not suf- 
fered to prevent his being saved by the life of 
Christ. Indeed every soul that is saved is saved 
by his life inwardly revealed ; for though the 
reconciliation to God in regard to past offences 
is and must be by the death of Christ, and that 
not without our being buried with Him by bap- 
tism into real death to sin, filling up what re- 
mains behind of his sufferings, yet the joy of 
God’s salvation is only known in and by the life 
of Christ in man, Christ in us the hope of glory. 

He that rightly believes in Christ, not every 
historical believer, not every one that believes 
with man’s faith, or the faith of the creature, 
but every one that believes with that faith 
which is livingly felt to be of the operation of 
God, ‘ out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
waters.’ This, Christ has promised, it cannot 
fail. Every true believer witnesseth it; it is 
in him a well of living water, springing up unto 
everlasting life, He can say, ‘Spring up, O well,’ 
This is being saved by the life of Christ. These 
can never despise the doctrine of imputation in 
its true meaning; they bow down before the 
throne of the Lamb forever; they acknowledge 
the remission of their manifold sins; they give 
glory to God on high, in that He so loved us; 
they ascribe their reconciliation wholly to Christ, 
but can never be such idle dreamers, as to im- 


























































































For “THE FRIEND.” 
A FRAGMENT. 


Along our strand, 
Built here and there upon some rocky ledge, 
Massive and stately, near the coast line’s edge, 
Lighthouses stand. 


And when the waves 
In foaming madness dash against their side, 
And thunders roll upon the rising tide 
From ocean caves, 


And midnight reigns 
Upon the angry billows of the deep, 
These faithful sentinels their vigils keep 
Till darkness wanes. 


Unmoved, afar, 
They fling athwart the blackness of the sea, 
A ray to warn, to guide, to save, and be 

A beacon star. 


So beams a life— 
A Christian life—Time’s watery waste across, 
Where barques go down, and vessels heave and toss, 
With gales at strife. 


In inward sense 
Such spirits stand against the whirlwind’s shock, 
Their sealed foundation the Eternal Rock, 

And their defence. 


O, would that more 
Of guardian lights upon life’s shore might be, 
From shoal and sand bar helping to set free 
Each keel and oar. 


Till one long line 

Of brightness forms a galaxy below ; 

Lit by the torch and radiant with the glow 
Of love Divine. 





SCHOOL LIPE. 


I sat in the school of sorrow— 
The Master was teaching there— 
But my eyes were dim with weeping, 
And my heart was fuil of care. 


Instead of looking upwards 
And seeing the face divine 

So full of the tenderest pity 
For weary hearts like mine, 


I only thought of the burden, 

The cross that before me lay— 
So hard and heavy to carry 

That it darkened the light of day. 


So I could not learn my lesson 
And say, “Thy will be done ;” 

And the Master came not near me 
As the weary hours went on. 


At last, in my heavy sorrow, 
I looked from the cross above, 
And I saw the Master watching 
With a glance of tender love. 


He turned to the cross before me, 
And I thought I heard him say, 
“My child, thou must bear thy burden, 
And learn thy task to-day. 


‘T may not tell the reason: 
Tis enough for thee to know 
That I, the Master, am teaching, 
And give this cup of woe.” 


So I stooped to this weary sorrow ; 
One look at that face divine 

Had given me power to trust him 
And say, Thy will, not mine. 


And then I learned my lesson, 
Taught by the Master alone, 

And he only knows the tears I shed, 
For he has wept his own. 


But from them came a brightness 
Straight from the home above, 
Where the school life will be ended, 
And the cross will show the love. 
— Traveller. 





133 





For “THE FRIEND.” 


The subject of the article from the Australian 
Friend on Clergy and Laity admits of much 
expansion. Not only is the unscriptural dis- 
tinction between clergy and laity “the basis of 
all sacerdotal machinery, but it is a distinction 
that has pervaded Christendom, and its vitiating 
influence still pervades even those sects where a 
paid ministry is not supported. 

Neander starts out in his history by speaking 
of the Christian Church as “a priesthood of be- 
lievers.” He says there is no warrant in the 
language of the New Testament for the institu- 
tion of an order of men to mediate between the 
mass of mankind and our Father in Heaven. 
“Qne is your Master, even Christ and all! ye are 
brethren.” 

“The Gentile converts, upon whom had been 
poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit, were 
ready at once to sit under its teachings, and 
needed not that another should be appointed to 
show them the way of life and salvation.” 

Neander goes on to say that the establish- 
ment of the clergy as a distinct class appointed 
for this work and paid for their services, was 
borrowed altogether from the Jewish system. 
“The Jewish portion of the infant church, not 
fully alive to the spirituality of the religion they 
had just espoused, were prepared to fall back 
upon their ceremonial observances, and this in a 
modified way became the established order.” 

We might suppose from the honest avowal on 
the part of Neander of the true intent of the 
Christian dispensation, that he would continue 
to uphold this pure standard throughout his ac- 
count of the corruptions which overspread the 
nominal Christian world. But he yielded to the 
seeming necessity. Notwithstanding the coming 
of the Messiah had been delayed 4000 years, 
till the fulness of time had come, he seems to 
concede that the world was not yet ready for 
his appearance. He says: 

“In communities of Pagan Christians the 
new creation stood forth completely unfolded ; 
but the Jewish principle which had been van- 
quished, pressed in once more from another 
quarter. Humanity was as yet incapable of sup- 
porting itself at that lofty position of pure spir- 
itual religion. The Jewish position descended 
nearer to the mass, which needed to be trained 
in order to the apprehension of pure spiritual 
Christianity—needed to be disaccustomed from 
paganism. Hence what follows went on the as- 
sumption that an outward mediation was neces- 
sary in order to the spread of Christ’s kingdom 
in the world.” “ When the idea of the universal 
Christian priesthood retired to the background, 
that of the priestly consecration of their entire 
life went along with it.” 

“The controversy between the more discern- 
ing of the people, for the exercise of their rights, 
and the fulfilment of their duties under the 
Gospel, and the clergy, to retain the functions 
they had assumed, went on for centuries. The 
great influence of Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, 
at length turned the scale and seemed to estab- 
lish the prerogative of the bishops. Cyprian 
says, ‘Since it is said of all Christians that they 
should be soldiers of Christ, how much more 
should they keep themselves clear of being in- 
volved in worldly matters, who engrossed with 
Divine and spiritual things, ought never to turn 
aside from the Church, or be engrossed with 
earthly or secular enployments.’ ” 

Neander deduces the idea of the relations be- 
tween the clergy and laity from the writings of 
this author, and sums them up as follows : 

“Christ communicated to the apostles, the 
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apostles to the bishops by ordination, the power 
of the Holy Ghost. By the succession of bishops 
the power of the Holy Ghost, whence alone all 
religious acts can receive their effics acy, is ex- 
tended through the channel of this outward 
transmission to all times. Thus is preserved in 
the organism of the Church, ever unfolding itself 
in living progression, that Divine life, which 
flowing from the Fountain-head, through this 
point of mediation, is thus distributed to all 
the members, united with the organic whole. 
Whosoever breaks off his connection with this 
outward organization, does by so doing exclude 
himself from participating in that Divine life and 
from the way of salvation.” 

“ No one by himself alone can by faith in the 
Saviour, have any share in the Divine life that 
flows from Him—no one can by this faith alone 
secure to himself all the blessings of God’s king- 
dom. All this remains necessarily mediated 
through these organs; and the connection with 
them—the connection with the Catholic church 
derived from Christ, through the succession of 
the bishops.” 

The world needs a history of the church that 
will bring into prominence the true intent of 
the Gospel of Christ. Those who have written 
on the subject have either been of the clerical 
class themselves, or have been in close sympathy 
with them. Hence they are not disposed to 
admit the evidence we have, of the essential 
spirituality of the religion of Christ. They plead 
for the ceremonial observances which sprang up, 
and find supposed authority for them in the 
writings of the apostles. 

Philip Schaff admits the great declension, 
both in style and matter, as we enter upon the 
post-apostolic period. In viewing it he is con- 
strained to say, “The work of Christ was sus- 
pended ; that of man succeeded.” So far as it 
relates to the ruling class especially, the writers 
of that period, what Schaff says is doubtless true. 
But there was a mass of the common people, 
themselves unlearned, and with none to chronicle 
their history, who were no strangers to that spir- 
itual power by which the heart is transformed. 

Celsus reproaches the Christians with recruit- 
ing their ranks from the lowest of the people, 
even from those who had been deeply stained 
with vice, and yet all history bears testimony to 
their unspotted lives when once in the fold of 
the Church. While learned disputants were 
contending about shades of belief, the common 
herd were reverently sitting at the feet of Jesus 
to learn of Him. We know not how far there 
was any manifest outpouring of the Spirit in the 
second or third centuries, such as we read of in 
the “ Book of Acts,” but to reclaim such people 
as were drawn to compose the early church 
from heathen delusions and immoral conduct, 
required a remedy stronger than philosophy 
and the schools of learning ; and to retain this 
lofty standard of moral purity, needed a daily 
close communion with God. 

This class of humble worshippers appear to 
have passed through life in quiet obscurity, 
when not called upon to make any public op- 
position to the abuses of the times. Cowper says 
of such devoted ones: 


“They lived unknown, till persecution dragged them 
into fame, 
And chased them up to heaven.” 


It may be true the government made no dis- 
tinction in arresting the disciples of the new 
faith ; but it was those who were but dwelling 
as pilgrims on the earth, who in times of trial 
remained steadfast unto martyrdom. 


THE FRIEND. 


The Montanists of the second century were 
largely composed of persons thus spiritually- 
minded, and thus exemplary in life. As they 
had preachers amongst themselves, and thus 
forsook the established clergy, they incurred 
the censure and opposition of the latter. The 
historians who mention these people acknowl- 
edge their virtuous lives, but consider their 
claim to spiritual guidance an illusion. We 
are told that Irenzeus and others of the “early 
fathers” closely sympathized with them, but 
counselled submission to the bishops rather than 
make a schism in the church. 

These people were the Quakers of the second 
century. The chronicles tell us of some ex- 
travagances charged against them, which may 
have been true of individuals ; but while ail 
admit their unblemished lives, and triumphant 
deaths, it is to be regretted that history has not 
done them justice. That portion of the Christian 
community who had accepted the situation as- 
signed by the clergy, must have acquired very 
little religious experience. When a crucial test 
came—when they were required to abjure the 
Christian name or suffer in its maintenance, they 
yielded, and for the time fell away. 

How different from such who had accepted 
religious notions at the hand of the bishop, was 
the condition of those who with dedicated lives, 
and strong in the faith, could look upon death 
as the gateway to eternal blessedness. 

Such ideas of clerical mediation hardly obtain 
now, especially among Protestants ; but we live 
and act too much as though they were true. 
The lines of Goldsmith, when speaking of the 
village preacher, 


“ Beside the bed where parting life was laid, 

The reverend champion stood ; at his control 

Despair and anguish fled the struggling soul. 

Comfort came down the trembling wretch to raise, 

And his last faltering accents whispered praise.” 
Are indeed beautiful, but sadly illusive. Pas- 
toral visits made by the clergy are doubtless 
well meant, and we should speak of them in 
terms of approval. They imply faithfulness in 
the minister, and we would not undervalue 
their effect upon the recipients. It is the de- 
pendence on such ministerial service against 
which we should warn our fellow-probationers. 

Thomas Guthrie, of Scotland, was a man of 
deep religious experience, and was himself one 
of those supposed to be gifted with such in- 
fluence in the chamber of death; but he sol- 
emnly warns all against expecting repentance 
at such a time. Though there are exceptions 
granted in mérey, the only safe foundation for 
immortal hope must be laid in the days of health 
or when the mind is unclouded. The conditions 
of a death-bed—the pain, the stupor, the de- 
lirium, make evidence of hopeful change at 
such a time at best very illusive. 

That the attendants upon the services of 
favorite preachers should come to place a meas- 
ure of confidence in them is what we might 
expect. It is natural for us to lean on others 
when the way is not quite plain to ourselves. 
The effect of such dependence must be to dwarf 
our own attainments and frustrate settled con- 
clusions in regard to our religious condition. 

Friends have no such agents to attend to their 
spiritual concerns. Those amongst us in the 
station of ministers are expected to be good ex- 
amples of the line of conduct they recommend. 
On the part of other simply private members 
there is a disposition to be reconciled to some 
lower standard of piety. The world, with its 
duties and its pleasures, pleads strongly for the 
first place in the affections, and ce: utching at the 


straws of each evil example around them, they 
rest in a half-hearted devotion —a Laodicean 
state. , 

As we have no two classes, laity and clergy, 
we have no two standards of a dedicated life, 
Theoretically we are worse off than professors 
around us—for when we shall find our bark 
sinking, too frail to carry us, there may be none 
upon whom to call for help. 

The solemn admonition, Without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord, has never been repealed, 


_ 


For “THE FRIEND,” 
Samuel Tucker. 


He was the son of James and Sarah Tucker, 
(the former a valued elder and the latter a 
minister, who travelled extensively in the ser- 
vice of her Master) and was born in Darimouth, 
Massachusetts, the twenty-seventh of Tenth Mo. 
1821, and deceased the twenty-fifth of Eighth 
Month, 1893. 

When about six years of age, while playing 
with a knife, he accidentally wounded one of 
his eyes. Subsequent inflammation and other 
accidents, caused a gradual loss of sight, so that 
in time he became entirely blind of both eyes. 
This great privation he bore with Christian for- 
titude and resignation. 

In some memoranda left by Sarah Tucker, 
and since published, the foregoing circumstance 
is thus spoken of: 

“1827. During our absence in attending 
the Yearly Meeting [of New England] this 
year, our little son Samuel, a child of six years 
of age, while amusing himself in cutting a stick, 
happened to cut the ball of his eye, which 
proved very injurious to his sight, notwithstand- 
ing we did much for his help. He is now 
wholly deprived of the sight of one eye and the 
other much weakened. Ah! these are trials 
wisely calculated, and I do believe mercifully 
designed to show us where our affections ought 
to be placed. Oh, how vain and transitory are 
all human calculations; nothing certain in this 
uncertain and fluctuating world; nothing sure 
to fix our hopes upon. He wasa very promising, 
fine boy—had begun to go to school, and mani- 
fested great aptness for learning ; but now he is 
entirely deprived of this benefit. Yet if the 
minds of our dear children can, through Divine 
interposition, be preserved in innocence and in 
the pure fear of the Lord, and patience and 
true resignation is abode in on our part, I com- 
fortably believe that this afflictive dispensation 
will be blessed and sanctified unto us, through 
Him that hath loved us.” 

We believe that the faith of this godly mother, 
as above manifested, was fulfilled in the experi- 
ence of Samuel Tucker. He had been of a 
lively disposition when young—when grown to 
manhood he became thoughtful and religiously 
inclined. One who knew him well, bears this 
testimony respecting him: “ He was a diligent 
attender of religious meetings ; was conscientious 
even in matters of trivial importance. Thought- 
ful and considerate of the welfare and conveni- 
ence of others. More inclined to extenuate 
than magnify what was amiss in the conduct 
of others. Of a forgiving disposition ; guarded 
in his expressions, when speaking of others’ 
failings and shortcomings.” 

He was a lineal descendant in the sixth gen- 
eration, of Henry Tucker, who settled near 

Samuel's late residence, about the year 1670. 
Henry Tucker was one of the original proprie- 
tors of the old township of Dartmouth, an early 
Friend, who suffered much in his property by 
the distraints of the Old Colony government. 
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In a memorial of Dartmouth Monthly Meet- 
ing respecting James Tucker, Samuel’s father, 
his friends say: “As he advanced in years he 
was preserved from sitting down contented in 
an outward profession, and became engaged to 
press forward to experience fellowship and com- 
munion with ‘the Father and with the Son;’ 
and continuing to grow in grace and in the 
saving knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, the talents with which he was en- 
trusted became sanctified, and he was qualified 
to fill, with Christian propriety and meekness, 
such stations as were assigned him in the 
Chureh.” “ When of ability he was diligent in 
the attendance of religious meetings, and en- 
couraged his family in the performance of the 
same duty. He possessed a sound discrimina- 
ting mind, had a remarkably clear perception 


of the right administration of the discipline of 


the Church, and appeared concerned that all 
things might be transacted in good order, agree- 
ably to the mind of Truth. Benev olence, sym- 
pathy and genuine hospitality were conspicuous 
traits in his character. The poor were often 
remembered by him and their wants relieved. 
He evidently derived much satisfaction from 
having an opportunity to entertain his friends, 


and in an especial manner those who were 
Much more 
Our object is not to 
eulogize the man, however worthy ; but to mag- 
nify the great and excellent name of Him, who 


laborers in the cause of Truth. 
might with truth be said. 


»” 


‘giveth gifts unto men. 


Respecting Sarah Tucker, Samuel’s mother, 


who joined the Society by convincement, her 


friends testify: “She was sound in doctrine; 


her ministry was weighty and edifying, waiting 


for the openings of Divine truth ; zealously en- 


gaged to arouse the lukewarm and indifferent to 


a deeper indwelling, and to an experimental 
knowledge of the regenerating power of the 
grace of God which bringeth salvation, and to 


enforce the necessity of being born again, not of 


corruptible, but of the incorruptible Seed and 
Word of God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever.” 

With the examples of such worthy ancestors 
as James and Sarah Tucker, it is to be greatly 
desired that among the descendants of such, 
there may be preserved not a few faithful up- 
holders of the same pure principles which made 
them lights in the world. The wide- “spread 
departure from the faith of early Friends, in 
New England—as well as elsewhere—is a loud 
call to us, their successors in religious profession, 
to follow in their footsteps, where they followed 
Christ. No easier way to the kingdom of heaven 
has been or will ever be found, than* that which 
He has laid down as necessary to true disciple- 
ship with Him ; even self-denial and the daily 
cross. The world never needed more than at 
the present time, that the standard of Truth 
should be upheld before the people. E. M. 





Natural History, Science, ete. 

Substitute for Emery.—A new compound in- 
teresting to science, and of great industrial value 
as an abrasive and substitute for emery and 
corundum, has been discovered, and was one 
of the novelties shown at the Chicago Exposi- 
tion. It is a product of the electrical furnace, 
and was discovered by Mr. E. G. Acheson, of 
Chicago, while experimenting for the produc- 
tion of erystalized carbon or artificial diamonds. 
A very hard and brilliant green substance was 
obtained, and being supposed to be a compound 
of carbon and corundum it was named car- 
borundum ; but chemical analysis proves it to 






be a simple compound atom for atom of carbon 
and silicon, containing seventy per cent. of sili- 
con and thirty per cent. of carbon, expressed by 
the formula, SiC, thus being a silicid of carbon. 
It crystalizes in small, brilliant rhombohedral 
and hexagonal crystals of a beautiful emerald 
green and bluish green color, is hard enough to 
scratch corundum, but is not quite so hard as 
the diamond. It isa good conductor of heat and 
is infusible at any ordinary heat, and is insolu- 
ble in acids, but is decomposable by fusion with 
soda. It is now produced at the rate of about 
one hundred and fifty pounds per day, and is 
manufactured into wheels for cutting and polish- 
ing hard substances. Wheels made of it rei adily 
cut into crystalized corundum, and it is claimed 
it will cut and polish the diamond almost as 
well as diamond dust.— The Independent. 

Orr Cape Horn we witnessed a singular sight. 
For some miles there was a narrow strip of water, 
where the great waves flew in broken spray and 
dashed high over the ship. On either side, the 
sea was comparatively calm, whilst this boiled 
with fury, rolling and surging. Yet there was 
no rock about which the sea surged, nor was 
there any such fierce wind as to account for it. 
Overhead the air was thick with seafowl. Thou- 
sands of birds dived into this troubled water. 
The smaller fish were, I suppose, flung up by 
the toss, and thus fell a prey to the birds. I 
asked, naturally, what was the reason of this 
strange sight, and found it was the point at 
which the tide met the strong current of the sea 
and they raged together. W ithin, the tide only 
ran, and it was calm. Without, the current 
prevailed, and there, too, was calm. On this 
troubled bit they met, and neither prevailed. It is 
the picture of those who are at once too religious 
to belong to the world—too worldly to belong 
to religion; torn by both and satisfied by 
neither. —Mark Guy Pearse. 





Items. 


The Royal Commission on Opium.—Acting on the 
information that arrangements were to be made 


for the admission of the public to the sittings of 


the Royal Commission on Opium, we made our 
way on the eighth of Ninth Month to Westminster, 
and were directed to the St. Stephen’s entrance to 
the Houses of Parliament. 
There was no pomp or circumstance about the 
proceedings, which were opened by Lord Brassey. 
Friends were a good deal to the fore—A. Pease in 
office, Sir Joseph Pease as the first witness, and J. 
Alexander, the Secretary to the Society for the 
Suppression of the Opium Trade, ready to supply 
missing facts or figures. Sir J. W. Pease is the 
president of this society, so his evidence, which oc- 
cupied two and a half hours, was of a general and 
comprehensive character. He described the method 
of growth, cultivation and sale of opium in India, 
and gave the quantities exported to China, and 
revenue therefrom derived. He explained that this 
trade was regarded by the society as an immoral 
one, i. e., as one detrimental to our fellow-men; 
and answered, by a quotation from Dymond’s Essay 
n “ Morality,” the objection frequently made, that 
if we ceased to export opium from India the Chinese 
would grow it themselves. The history of Eng- 
land’s wars with China was touched on, and also that 
of the growth and spread of the anti-opium agitation 
in this country and in Parliament. To some of our 
readers, who have worked hard iu obtaining signa- 
tures to petitions, wondering the while whether it 
was not a fruitless task, it may be cheering to know 
that the Commission took these into account. There 
had been sent up this session 213,792 separate sig- 
natures, in addition to 331 petitions signed officially 
on behalf of a meeting or body of persons. The 
latter part of Sir J. W. Pease’s evidence was very 
similar to the portion of his recent speech in Par- 
liament in which he touched on the methods in 
which, in his opinion, Indian expenditure could 











be curtailed if the revenue from opium were given 
up, the chief being by a reduction in the military 
expenses of the country. 
printed, so we need not here give further details. 


The evidence will all be 


Dr. James Legge, now Professor of the Chinese 
Language and Literature at Oxford University, 


and formerly for thirty years missionary to the 
Chinese at Malacca and Hong-Kong, was the next 


witness. He described. the history of the intro- 
duction and spread of the poppy in China, and in 
reply to Sir James Lyall, who kept on trying to 
institute comparisons between alcohol and opium, 
wishing apparently to plead our export of liquor 
to Africa and other countries as a reason for con- 
tinuing to supply opium to China, the aged Pro- 
fessor said explicitly : “One thing that is bad won’t 
make another thing that is worse good. Success to 
the teetotallers, I would say.” 

Then Dr. Maxwell, formerly medical missionary 
in Formosa was called, and in clear and emphatic 
manner gave his testimony, as a medical man and 
a missionary, to both the physical and moral ruin 
consequent on the opium habit. It is calculated 
that 20,000 patients wishing to be cured of the vice 
pass annually through the hands of medical mis- 
sionaries in China. In reply to questions, Dr. Max- 
well said that during his ten years’ work in For- 
mosa he never had any application from a person 
wishing to be cured of tobacco-smoking, nor did 
he ever hear it suggested that opium was useful in 
warding off the malaria which abounds in that 
island. His evidence, with its clear and discrim- 
inating testimony, as a medical man, to the disas- 
trous effects of opium, alike on the mora/e and on the 
physique of smokers, produced a marked impression 
on the Commissioners. 

J.S. Adams was able to speak of his experience 
of the question during a four years’ residence in 
Upper Burmah, before the country was annexed by 
England, and of thirteen years in China. He con- 
firmed all that Dr. Maxwell had said, and added 
illustrations from personal experience. 

J.S. Adams was followed by J. Hudson Taylor, 
M. R.C.S., who first went outgto China in 1853, and 
who can speak both as a doctor and missionary. 
Like the previous witnesses, he spoke of the distrust 
of the Chinese for English people, and the prejudice 
which this gives them against the teaching of the 
missionaries. “ I would give anything, sometimes, 
to conceal my nationality,” said J. Hudson Taylor. 
When preaching the lessons of Christian morality, 
the frequent reply to the missionary is, “ If Chris- 
tianity is worth anything, why don’t you go home 
and preach to your Government?” 

Christopher Fenn, one of the secretaries of the 
Church Missionary Society, George Piercy, and J. 

Alexandar also gave evidence, and we left with 
the feeling that the Royal Commission were fol- 
lowing the example of the patriarch Job, who 
“searched out” the cause which he knew not.— 


G.R.S.,in London Friend. 


The Silver- Track Dramway.—A little item which 
I met with in a newspaper some time ago set me to 
work at a geographical exercise, which, as it re- 
sulted in a somewhat astonishing showing, may in- 
terest others beside myself. The item referred to 
reads as follows: “ Pennsylvania receives an an- 
nual income of $76,000,000 from its mineral wealth, 
but it spends it all and $2,000,000 more for its an- 
nual liquor bill.” Well, the exercise which oc- 
curred to me, was to see whether it might not be 
possible to compass my native State about with the 
silver dollars—78,000,000 in number—representing 
the total of the annual liquor bill. A silver dollar 
measures exactly one inch and a half in diameter. 
Starting on my map, at the point on the Delaware 
where is the southeastern corner of the State, I 
proceeded westward on the historic Mason and 
Dixon’s line, laying in imagination the silver dol- 
one by one firmly against each other. Arriv- 

ng at the southwest corner after a tramp of 270 
ee I followed along the western boundary line 
until Lake Erie was “reached, a distance of 120 
miles more. Next, came 40 miles along the lake, 
then 20 miles southward to where the main northern 
boundary line begins, following which for 220 miles 
I reached the upper Delaware. The supply of dol- 
lars being not nearly exhausted, I now turned 
southward, following the various windings of the 


